GWHC Child Protection Policy 
Introduction
The Great Western Harness Club (GWHC) is an inclusive, voluntary club that promotes carriage driving and carriage driving events in the South West of England. The GWHC is affiliated to the British Horse Driving Trials Association (BHDTA). The Club is voluntary. Fewer than 10% of its members are juniors aged less than 18 years. The club organises a number of events, which are open to all members each year. Additionally it occasionally organises events on an irregular basis, which are exclusively for junior members. These events normally take the form of group training sessions. The GWHC recognises that it has a duty of care toward its junior members. 

Policy statement
The GWHC has a duty of care to safeguard all its junior members, whilst involved in club activities, from harm. All children have a right to protection, and the needs of disabled children and others who may be particularly vulnerable shall be taken into account. The GWHC will ensure the safety and protection of all children involved in club activities through adherence to the BHDTA child protection policy and guidelines. To this end the club confirms:

· The welfare of the child is paramount; 

· All children, whatever their age, culture, disability, gender, language, racial origin religious beliefs and/or sexual identity have the right to protection from abuse; 

· All suspicions and allegations of abuse will be taken seriously and responded to swiftly and appropriately.
· All GWHC members have a responsibility to report concerns to the Club Chairman (or in the event of absence, to the Vice- Chairman).
· All GWHC members will have access to the BHDTA child protection policy through the Club Web site
· The GWHC policy will be communicated through the club newsletter
Note: Copies of this policy and also the BHDTA child protection policy and procedures are available, upon request, from the Club secretary and are also published on the Club web site at www.gwhc.co.uk

