GREAT WESTERN HARNESS CLUB CONSTITUTION

1     Name

The “Club” is called the Great Western Harness Club.

2     Object 

The Objects of the Club are

1.1 to encourage and promote Carriage Driving as a sport and recreation, to improve and maintain the standard of driving and horsemanship through education and to organise Competitive events and activities. 

1.2 to be Affiliated to the British Horse Driving Trials Association.

3 Membership 

3.1 Full membership is open to persons of 17 years and over.

3.2 Junior membership to persons of 10-16 years.

3.3 Family membership is open to 2 full members and two junior members living in the same household. 

3.4 Supporters membership is open to non-driving members.
3.5 Temporary membership of the Club is open to a full member of any other Club affiliated to the British Horse Driving Trials Association on payment of a fee.  Such fee to be paid in addition to the entry fee of each competition or event organised by the Club.,  Temporary membership lasts for the duration of the competition or event and does not confer on the Temporary member any other rights. 

3.6 Honorary membership may be conferred by the Club on any person in recognition of outstanding service, such appointment to be for life. 

4 Management

4.1 The Club is managed by a Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer and a committee of 7 members. 

4.2 The committee must be elected at the Annual General Meeting and subject to termination of office by resignation, removal or otherwise, the members once elected may serve for a period of 3 years.

4.3 The committee may fill any casual vacancy that occurs who will serve until the next Annual General Meeting.

4.4 Retiring members of the committee may be re-elected.

4.5 The committee may form time to time co opt anyone who in their opinion would be of assistance to the Club, such co opted members shall not have the right to vote and co option shall only last until the next Annual General Meeting. 

4.6 The committee may appoint annually a President and Vice President.

5 Subscriptions

5.1 Subscriptions are due on the 1st January in every year.

5.2 The level of subscription for each category of membership shall be considered by the committee annually and amended to reflect any B.H.D.T.A affiliation increases. Members will be notified before the end of the current subscription year. 
5.3 Any increase in subscription shall take effect at the commencement of the next membership year. 

5.4 A new member who joins after the 1st October shall only be required to pay half of the subscription applicable to the category of membership chosen with the exception of the subscription applicable to Temporary membership. 
6 Honorary Life Membership

6.1 The committee may elect as an Honorary Life Member, without payment of any further subscription, any member who has in the opinion of the committee rendered special services to the club. 

6.2 The election will not take effect unless and until confirmed at the next Annual General Meeting after the date of the election. 

6.3 There may not be more than 10 Honorary Life Members at any one time.

7 Cancellation of Membership

       Any person whose subscription remains outstanding by the date of the Annual

       General Meeting shall cease to be a member prior to the commencement of the meeting.

8 Application for membership

8.1 Application for membership must be in writing. 

8.2 Acceptance is at the discretion of the committee. 

9 Expulsion

9.1 The committee may expel any member who offends against the Rules of the Club or whose conduct, in the opinion of the committee, renders him or her unfit for membership of the Club.

9.2 Before any such member is expelled, the secretary must give him or her seven days written notice to attend a meeting of the committee and must inform him or her of the complaints made against him or her. 

9.3 No member may be expelled unless he or she has first had an opportunity to appear before the committee and answer complaints made against him or her and at least two- thirds of the committee then present vote in favour of his or her expulsion. 

9.4 No member whose membership had been terminated under this rule may take part in any club activity.

10 Alteration of rules

The committee may alter the rules, but no alteration takes effect until it has been confirmed at the next Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting convened for the purpose at which there must be two-thirds majority of those present to effect a change. 

11 Rules

11.1 The committee may make rules (not inconsistent with these) to regulate the conduct and affairs of the club.

11.2 The rules must be sent to every member on joining and are binding on all the members. Any amendments will be made available to all members.
12 Policies

The club has a child Protection Policy and a Safety Policy to which all members must adhere.

General Meetings
12.1 A General Meeting of the club must be held in every year not later than the last day of February and must:

13.1.1. receive and if approved adopt a statement of the club’s accounts to the end of the preceding year. 

13.1.2. consider and if approved sanction any duly made alterations of the rules.

13.1.3. appoint the offices and other members of the committee.

13.1.4. appoint an auditor.

13.1.5. approve the election of anyone as a Life Member and 

13.1.6. deal with any special matters which the committee desires to bring before the members and receive suggestions from the members for consideration by the committee.

12.2 Notice convening the General Meeting must be sent to the members not less than 14 days before the meeting and must specify the matters to be dealt with. 

12.3 Should any club member wish to raise a matter at the Annual General Meeting, the committee must be given a minimum of 7 days notice in writing. 

14 Special General Meetings

14.1 A Special General Meeting may be convened at any time by the committee and must be convened within 21 days from receipt of a requisition in writing signed by not less than 10 members specifying the object of the meeting. 

14.2 A Special General Meeting may be convened.

14.2.1   to consider and if approved sanction any duly made alterations of the rules.

14.2.2 to deal with any special matters which the committee wish to place before the members.

14.2.3 To remove any member or members of the committee from office and fill any vacancy or vacancies caused by the removal or

14.2.4 To deal with any special matters which members requiring the meeting wish to place before the club.

14.3  Notice convening the Special General Metering must be sent to members not less than 14 days before the meeting and must specify the matters to be dealt with.

15 Chairman’s casting vote

At committee meetings and at General meetings a Chairman must be elected to preside, and he or she may have a casting or additional vote in the event of an equality of votes.

16 Quorum

16.1 The following numbers are required to form a quorum. 

  
16.1.1  at committee meetings (except for the purpose of rule 9) 5.

16.1.2 at committee meetings for the purpose of rule 9, half the total members of the committee and

16.1.3 at general meetings 20.

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

Introduction

The Great Western Harness Club (GWHC) is an inclusive, voluntary club that promotes carriage driving and carriage driving events in the South West of England.  The GWHC is affiliated to the British Horse Driving Trials Association (BHDTA).  The club is voluntary.  Fewer than 10% of its members are juniors aged less than 18 years.  The club organises a number of events, which are open to all members each year.  Additionally it occasionally organises events on an irregular basis, which are exclusively for junior members.  These vents normally take the form of group training sessions.  The GWHC recognises that it has a duty of care towards its junior members. 

Policy Statement

The GWHC has a duty of care to safeguard all its junior members, whilst involved in club activities, from harm.  All children have a right to protection, and the needs of disabled children and others who may be particularly vulnerable shall be taken into account.  The GWHC will ensure the safety and protection of all children involved in club activities through adherence to the BHDTA child protection policy and guidelines.  To this end the club confirms:

1 The welfare of the child is paramount.

2 All children, whatever their age, culture, disability, gender, language, racial origin, religious beliefs and/ or sexual identity have the right to protection form abuse.

3 All suspicions and allegations of abuse will be taken seriously and responded to swiftly and appropriately.

4 All GWHC members have a responsibility to report concerns to the club Chairman (or in the event of absence, to the Vice Chairman.

5 All GWHC members will have access to the BHDTA child protection policy through the club Web Site.

6 The GWHC policy will be communicated through the club Newsletter.

Note: Copies of this policy and also the BHDTA child protection policy and procedures are available, upon request, from the club secretary and are also published on the club web site at www.gwhc.co.uk
SAFETY POLICY

The Great Western Harness Club is an inclusive, voluntary club that promotes carriage driving and carriage driving events in the South West of England.  The GWHC is affiliated to the British Horse Driving Trials Association.  The GWHC recognises that when organising and running events, the safety of its members, supporters and the general public is of great importance.  To this end the club:

Expects all its members to show consideration for matters of safety, relating to themselves and others, at all GWHC events and to comply with all reasonable requests, relating to safety, from event Organisers. 

Encourage its members to increase safety through articles and correspondence in the club Newsletter.  

The club committee includes a Safety Officer who is responsible for co-ordinating safety within the club, acting as a point of contact within the club for external organisations on matters of safety and for promoting matters of safety amongst club members. 

All club event Organisers are required to ensure that a Safety Risk Assessment is completed prior to each event and expects that any resultant action points be implemented during the event. 

All new club members have to undertake a Safety Assessment prior to being allowed to take part in their first GWHC event, unless they hold a recognised driving qualification. 

The club regularly reviews matters regarding safety.

SAFETY ADVICE

Driving Trials are on the list of dangerous activities and there is always scope for accidents to happen when a lot of people and horses are gathered together in a confined space.  Such accidents are often the result of someone failing to observe the simple and sensible safety rules that we should have all learnt before we ever contemplated taking part in such events.  The following is a summary of some of the fundamental rules that everyone should observe at all times:-

1. Never leave a horse or pony harnessed to a vehicle without either a driver in control of the reins or a groom holding the bridle.  Never tie up a horse or pony while harnessed to a vehicle.

2. Never remove the reins or any part of the bridle of any horse or pony while it is harnessed to a vehicle.  Whereas a loose horse running free in a crowded horsebox park may be something of a hazard, one racing around with a cart behind it is positively lethal.


3. A competent driver must be on the box and in full control of the reins before anyone else gets on board and until everyone else has alighted from the vehicle.

4. Do not put your horse to until you are ready to drive and take it out as soon as you have finished driving.  The traces should always be secured before, and undone after, the breeching and any other connections.  Always proceed at a walk in the horsebox park and any other crowded areas.

5. Check your harness before every event to ensure it is sound and unlikely to break.  Always get your harness and vehicle properly adjusted before coming to the event, you should know it is going to fit properly as soon as you put it on.  Messing about trying to adjust your harness while the horse is all keyed up and keen to go is always a risky activity.

6. Always remember that a horse or pony which has limited experience of coming to events is likely to get excited, there is a lot going on that is unfamiliar to it so do not assume it will behave as predictably as it does at home!  Try to pick a quiet corner of the horsebox park if your animal is inexperienced.

7. If you have the misfortune to get tipped out during the competition (something that happens to most of us at one time or another), concentrate on keeping a hold on the reins, so long as you have them in your hands, you have some chance of regaining control.

8. Never strap small children into a vehicle, you may think it will stop them falling out but if the driver gets tipped out, falling out will be the least of their problems!

 COMPETITION RULES

The following is a summary of the rules, which apply to events organised by the GREAT WESTERN HARNESS CLUB.  They are generally similar to the National rules of the British Horse Driving Trials Association (BHDTA), (which, in turn, closely follow the FEI rules for international events).  There is a summary of the principal differences at the end of this section to help those who are familiar with the National rules to know where the GWHC differs and to assist those moving up to National events.

GENERAL

Throughout these Rules, use of the masculine implies also the feminine, the singular, the plural, and vice versa.  Also, unless the context clearly implies otherwise, use of the word “horse” shall be deemed to include also “pony”.

All new Club members (full, family and temporary) will be required to successfully complete the BDS Test 1 or the BHDTA Test 1998 before taking part in any Driven Club activity other than training days unless they can satisfactorily prove their driving competence through previous competing experience.

1. Any event organised by the GWHC as an “Affiliated Event” will be conducted strictly in accordance with the rules of the BHDTA.  The majority of the Club’s events are “Unaffiliated Events” which are conducted in accordance with the Competition Rules of the GWHC, as set out hereafter.  It will be printed on each Schedule whether the event is Affiliated or Unaffiliated.

2. An Event usually consists of three Competitions:-

Competition A – Presentation (A1) and Dressage (A2)

Competition B – Marathon

Competition C – Obstacle Driving (Cones)

Whether or not it is necessary to enter for all three Competitions will be stated in the schedule.

3. Unless otherwise indicated in the schedule, competitors in unaffiliated events must be full or temporary members of the GWHC.  Membership of the BHDTA is not obligatory.  However, any competitor who is not a member of the BHDTA must ensure that he or she has adequate public liability insurance cover.  Competitors must carry documentary evidence of insurance cover at all events, failure to produce evidence if requested will lead to immediate cancellation of entry; evidence of membership of the BHDTA (but not the BDS) will be acceptable for this purpose.

4. A groom or passenger aged at least 10 must be carried in all competitions and on all Club drives. 

5. In Competitions A & C, the groom or passenger must be properly seated alongside the driver in two-wheeled vehicles and either alongside or behind the driver in four-wheeled vehicles.

6. Juniors aged 10 to 16 may compete in singles classes at GWHC, provided they are accompanied by a competent adult aged 18 or over who is capable of taking control in an emergency and must be on the vehicle at all times whilst the junior is in control, whether competing or not.  All persons under the age of 18 travelling on a competing vehicle on which neither parent nor guardian is present must have the signed, written authority of a parent or guardian.

7. No competitor may drive more than one entry at any Event.  No person may take part in Competition ‘B’ more than once, whether as driver, groom or passenger.  Should any driver or any groom or passenger on his vehicle have already been round the course, he may be permitted by the Organiser to take part under certain circumstances.  Whether or not he is required to compete Hors de Concours will be at the discretion of the Show Organiser.

VEHICLES

8. Single and tandem entries may use two or four-wheeled vehicles.  Pairs, unicorns and teams must use four-wheeled vehicles.

9. Vehicles fitted with pneumatic tyres are permitted (but not recommended) in Unaffiliated Events.  At Affiliated Events, the minimum permitted width of vehicles used in Competition ‘B’, measured across the outside of the wheel rims at ground level, is 125 cm for ponies and 125 cm for horses.  False extensions may not be used to achieve these minimum widths.

For Competition ‘C’, vehicles must conform to the minimum widths specified in the BHDTA National Rules.  These are measured 10 cm above ground level and are 138 cm for ponies, single horse and tandems and148 cm for horse pairs and 158 cm for Horse teams.  A tolerance of 2 cm is allowed, to compensate for inaccuracy in measurement.  

10. The same vehicle must be used for Competitions ‘A’ and ‘C’ but, if lamps are fitted for Competition ‘A’, they may be removed for Competition ‘C’.

11. Lamps are not compulsory in any Competition.

HARNESS

12. Working harness in leather, webbing or other materials may be used in all Competitions, provided it is clean, safe, a good fit, and in good condition.  Auxiliary reins and martingales attached to reins are not permitted.

            In Competition ‘B’, horses and ponies must wear head collars under their bridles.

HORSES AND PONIES

13. Horses and ponies must be at least four years old.  Any animal that is more than 14.3 hands high (149 cm) is classified as a horse and any animal 11 hands high and under is classified as a “small pony”. The GWHC reserve the right to divide classes as the Organisers see fit.  Horses are not required to be registered with the BHDTA.

Competitors are asked not to bring any animal to an Event which has, or is suspected of having, any infectious condition.  The Organiser has the authority to require the immediate removal of any animal that gives cause for believing it has any infectious condition.

It is recommended that animals are vaccinated against equine influenza and Competitors should note that vaccination may be mandatory at some events. 

14. No horse or pony may compete in Competition ’B’ more than once at any event.

15. To be eligible for overall event awards, competitors in singles classes must use the same horse or pony in all three Competitions.  Pair, tandem and team entries are permitted to make one substitution of one animal between Competitions.  The substitution shall be irreversible.  In pairs classes, both animals must either be horses or ponies but, in classes run under GWHC rules, mixed tandems are permitted.

DRESS

16. In Competitions ‘A’ and ‘C’, drivers and grooms or passengers must be smartly dressed and wear a hat and gloves.  The driver must (and a passenger seated alongside the driver may) wear an apron.  It is usual for a lady or child groom to wear riding kit.  An adult male groom usually wears a suit and bowler hat.  During Presentation, the groom may stand at the horse’s head. 

IT IS COMPULSORY THAT ANYONE UNDER THE AGE OF 18 YEARS MUST WEAR A PROPERLY SECURED SAFETY HAT AT ALL TIMES WHEN RIDING ON A CARRIAGE IN WHATEVER CAPACITY. 

17. In Competition ‘B’, informal dress is acceptable but should still be clean and tidy.  ALL MEMBERS OF THE CREW MUST WEAR A PROPERLY SECURED SAFETY HAT.  Nothing in these rules shall be interpreted to suggest that safety hats may not be worn in any other Competition.

18. Anyone riding a horse or pony at an Event, whether in an official capacity or not, is required to wear a properly secured hard riding hat.

NOVICE RULES

19. Any Driver will be considered novice until they have competed in a BHDTA National Championship (Novice class) or been placed first at any National Novice Qualifier or been placed first twice, in any GWHC or other affiliated club one or two day, three phase event (not including a fun day) Any driver having competed without retirement or elimination in three affiliated club events may, if they wish upgrade to Open Classes.

Having fulfilled any of the above requirements, the transition from Novice to Open Classes will take effect from the beginning of the following driving season.

COMPETITION ‘A’

PRESENTATION

20. The turnout will be judged for cleanliness and condition, proper fit of harness and vehicle, condition of shoeing, spares (see page 15) and general impression.  Marks will be awarded on the basis of a sliding scale between 10  (excellent) and 0 (unmarkable) under the following headings:

(i) driver & groom(s)/passenger(s)

(ii) horse(s)/pony(ies)

(iii) harness

(iv) vehicle

(v) general impression.

The total of these marks will be divided by five and deducted from ten.

21. Whenever possible, full static presentation will be included for the novice classes but, unless indicated otherwise in the schedule or final instructions, will be omitted for the open classes.  Whenever static presentation is omitted, either the dressage judges or a separate judge located at the ringside will award an additional mark for general impression on a 10 point basis, judged on the move during the dressage test.

DRESSAGE

22. The dressage test will normally take placed in an area 80 metres by 40 metres for all competitors however it may be increased to 100 metres for those classes for which that size is used in National events. The layout of the arena is illustrated at the end of these rules.

23. The dressage test will be as specified in the event schedule.

24. Competitors are required to enter the arena within one minute of being given the signal (usually a car horn or visual sign) by the judge at position C.  Failure to enter within this time may result in penalties being awarded.

25. The method of marking will be as established in the BHDTA National Rules.

26. The test must be driven from memory.  No prompting is allowed by groom or outside supporters.  The penalty for infringement of this rule is elimination.

27. Changes of direction and pace must be made when the nose of the horse (or leading horse) reaches the point indicated in the test.

COMPETITION ‘B’

28. The course will normally be between 6 km and 20 km and may consist of Section ‘E’ only but will normally consist of Sections ‘A’, ‘D’ & ‘E’ as follows:-

Section ‘A’:
any pace (speed usually 9 – 15 kph according to whether small pony, pony or horse)

Section ‘D’:
walk (horses 7 kph, ponies 6 kph, small ponies 5 kph)

Section ‘E’:
any pace (speed usually 9 – 15 kph) with up to 8 obstacles

There is a 10 minute rest halt between Sections ‘D’ and ‘E’ (In the case of five section events, Section ‘C’ is a fast trot, Section ‘D’ is a walk section and there is a second 10 minute rest halt after Section ‘C’).

If a veterinary surgeon, a Judge, the Technical Delegate or any Authorised Official, decides that a horse or pony has not recovered sufficiently by the end of a rest halt or is unfit to continue at any stage of the Marathon, that horse or pony may be eliminated from the Competition.

29. Competitors are required to report to the steward controlling the start not less than five minutes before their specified start time.  The steward’s duties include inspection of the turnout for safety, welfare of the animals and that the crew comply with the requirements of Rule 17 (hats).  The starter may award 10 penalties to any competitor whose standard of turnout is contrary to the interests of the public image of the sport.  A competitor who reports late may be delayed in starting but will be timed from his specified start time except that, if the starter holds him to avoid congestion with the next competitor, the time between coming under starter’s orders and being released will be taken into consideration.  (Note: a competitor is not deemed to come under starter’s orders until the start steward has completed his inspection.)

30. A competitor will be eliminated from the Competition in any of the following circumstances:-

failure to pass any compulsory turning flag on the correct side (red on your right, white on your left).

failure to follow the route of any recognisable road or track which is defined as part of the course.

ignoring an instruction to stop given by an authorised official.

failure to negotiate an obstacle correctly before passing through the exit gate (see Rule 33).

receiving outside assistance.  (However, a competitor who has turned over or got into a serious situation in an obstacle from which he is unlikely to recover without risk of injury to persons or horse or causing extensive damage, may be given assistance to recover safely from that situation, without penalty.)

if a groom handles the reins, whip or brake.  (Note: a groom who has alighted may handle the reins at the end near the bit.  Also, this rule may be waived where a groom takes control in a genuine emergency, for example, after the driver has fallen out of the vehicle.)

in the case of tandems and teams, disconnecting and leading the leader(s) separately through any part of the obstacle.

if a competitor has not completed an obstacle within 5 minutes of entering it or has not completed the Competition within 15 minutes of his specified finish time.

if any person on board the turnout fails to wear a safety hat, in accordance with Rule 17 at any time during the Marathon.

failing to carry the correct number of grooms/passengers when passing through a compulsory turning flag

31. Penalties will be awarded as follows:-

for each commenced second under the minimum time at the finish of Section ‘A’ and ‘E” (and ‘C’ if relevant) 





0.1 penalties.

for each commenced second in excess of the maximum time at the finish of any Section:







0.2 penalties.

for each commenced second from passing through the entrance to passing through the exit of each obstacle:






0.2 penalties.

for each reported five second break of pace:



1.0 penalty. (break of pace is not penalised whilst within the penalty zone of any obstacle or in    any section of the  course marked “any pace”.)  Deliberate break of pace which is contrary to the spirit of the sport may be penalised by elimination (e.g. deliberately trotting in Section B or D).

Groom dismounting in Section B or D:




20 penalties. (grooms may leave the vehicle at any time outside the penalty zone without incurring penalties, except within Sections B & D.)

Failure to carry a suitable whip:





20 penalties

Whilst in any obstacle additional penalties may be incurred as follows:-

Displacing a designated knock-down marker:



2 penalties

Driver or groom preventing knock-down falling:



10 penalties

Driver putting down or dropping whip:




20 penalties

Each time anyone, other than the driver, places both feet on the ground, falls out or leaves the  vehicle:






10 penalties (accidentally touching the ground with one foot is not penalized.)

Driver dismounts or falls out:





30 penalties

Corrected error of course                      


            

20 penalties

Turning over:







60 penalties

(The penalty for turning over is inclusive of all penalties for alighting, dropping     whip, etc.  Also, outside assistance is permitted to get the turnout back in action, without incurring elimination.)

32. Paces.  

The finish of Section E may not be further than 500 metres or less than 300 metres from the last Obstacle.  If circumstances require the TD may authorise a longer distance to the finish of Section E, but no shorter than 300 metres.  If the distance is longer than 500 Metres, there must be a sign at 500 metres from the finish.  Competitors must either trot or walk to the finish from the last obstacle or 500 metre whichever is the longer.  Failure to comply is penalised as for incorrect pace.

Deviation from the course.

Competitors must follow the track between the last Obstacle and the finish of Section E or the last 500 metres (which ever is the longer).  Competitors who stop, circle, Zig-Zag or leave the track in any way will incur 10 penalties for each occurrence.

Stopping.

Stopping between the last obstacle and the finish or between the 500 metre sign and the finish in Section E, will be penalised as deviation form the course.  Competitors are allowed to stop for the repair of harness etc., immediately outside an obstacle without incurring a penalty for stopping.

(Stopping to make repairs essential to the safety or welfare of the horse(s) at anytime, will not be penalised.

33.  Competitors must enter and leave obstacles via the specified entrances and exits and pass through the lettered “gates” in the correct sequence and direction, keeping the red flag on the right and the white flag on the left. No gate may be passed through in either direction until it has been taken in the correct alphabetical sequence and direction.  Once a gate has been cleared, it is “dead” and may be passed through again in either direction.  Designated knock-down posts remain “live” until knocked down, even if they form part of a gate that has been cleared.

A competitor who realises he has made a mistake (without outside prompting) may, before passing through the exit, go back and correct the mistake from the point where the error occurred.  All gates are neutralised while he returns to that point.  His total time in the obstacle will be recorded without a break and, in addition, he will incur 20 penalties.

34. Timing is taken from the horse’s (or leading horse’s) nose passing the timing point, however, a competitor is not deemed to have cleared a gate until the rear axle of the turnout has passed through it.

35. Competitors must give way to other competitors who wish to pass them at the earliest reasonable opportunity.

36. If, at the start of the Competition, competitors are given a scorecard, it must be handed to the timekeeper at the start and finish of each Section for the time to be recorded thereon. It must then be handed in at the finish of the final section.  If any competitor wishes to claim any time allowance for hold-ups, this must be reported to the timekeeper at the end of the Section in which the hold-up occurred, who will make a note thereof on the back of the score card.  Note:  This does not apply to any delay in entering an obstacle, where the competitor is ordered to wait by an obstacle steward. Such time will be noted by the obstacle steward.

COMPETITION ‘C’

37. The Competition may be performed at any pace.  Timing commences when the horse’s (or lead horse’s) nose passes the start and stops when it passes the finish.  Obstacles must be taken in the correct sequence and direction.  Passing through any obstacle out of sequence and passing through another obstacle before correcting the error incurs elimination, AS DOES TALKING OR GESTURING BY THE GROOM (save when the bell has rung and not been heard by the Driver). Passing through the start gate before being given clearance to do so by the Judge incurs a penalty of 10 points

38. An obstacle is deemed to have been knocked over when the whole or any part of it is knocked over, dislodged or displaced.  A “disobedience” is deemed to have occurred if the competitor  refuses, shows resistance, runs out or reins back before any obstacle.  If a competitor takes the wrong course but corrects himself before passing through the next obstacle, he will not be penalised.  If anyone dismounts, this is penalised separately.

39. Penalties:-

Each obstacle or element of a multiple knocked over:
  3

Knocking over a start or finish flag:
  5

First disobedience:
  5

Second disobedience:
10

Third disobedience:                                                                                          elimination

First dismount of groom:

  5

Second dismount of groom:

10

Third dismount of groom:                                                                                 elimination

Driver  dismounts or falls out:

30

Groom prompting, or outside assistance:                                                         elimination

Groom handling reins, whip or brake:                                                              elimination

Exceeding allowed time, per commenced second:
            0.5

Exceeding twice allowed time:                                                                         elimination

Failure to carry a suitable whip:

20

Groom standing on back step:                                                                           elimination

Taking an obstacle out of sequence:                                                                 elimination

Groom speaking or gesturing:                                                                           elimination

Vehicle of incorrect width (see Rule 9)                                                            elimination

40.       The allowed time is dependent upon the length of the course, the number of

obstacles, the nature of the terrain and the layout of the course, subject to a maximum speed of 250 metres per minute for Open classes and 220 metres per minute for Novice classes.  If a competitor has to stop while an obstacle is reset which he has disturbed before he has cleared it, the clock will be stopped until the course is re-opened and 10 seconds added to his time.  If an obstacle is knocked over after it has already been driven, 10 seconds will be added to the competitor’s time.

41.
Grooms must remain properly seated at all times.  (They may lean to balance the vehicle but may not leave their seats in order to do so.)  Infringement of this rule will be treated as a dismount.  Grooms are not normally permitted to stand on back steps or similar devices, However, in certain circumstances the organizer may override this rule for safety reasons only.

OVERALL EVENT

42.
Unless otherwise stated in the schedule, Competitions will be run in the sequence ‘A’, ‘C’, ‘B’.

43.
In all Competitions, the driver must carry a suitable whip.  Failure to comply with this rule will incur 20 penalties in each Competition in which it is infringed.

44.
In Competition ‘B’, grooms are required to wear numbered bibs.  In Competitions ‘A’ and ‘C’, number cards should be attached to the vehicle.

45.
The winner of each Competition is the competitor with the lowest number of penalties in that Competition.  The winner of the event is the competitor with the lowest aggregate number of penalties, having taken part in all Competitions.

If two members wish to drive the same turnout in separate Competitions, they must inform the event Secretary and they will be required to compete hors de concours.

46. Elimination from any phase of a Competition will not entail elimination from the whole Event.   However a competitor who has been eliminated in any phase of a Competition shall not be placed.

47. Any competitor who has reason to dispute or query any judgement, time or result, should refer the matter to the President of the Jury or Technical Delegate (who will be identified in the final instructions) at the earliest possible opportunity and, in any event, not later than 30 minutes after the end of the Event, or 10 minutes after the result queried has been made known, if this is later.  In order to make this rule practical, having regard to the limited time available at one day events, details of all cases of elimination will be posted, as promptly as possible, on a notice board adjacent to the score board.

48. Drivers of all motorised vehicles at the Event must be in possession of a current driving licence appropriate to the vehicle being driven, in accordance with current legislation and must also be covered by third party insurance.  If the driver fails to comply with either requirement, he will be required to stop driving the vehicle immediately.  Riders of motorcycles, moped, ATVs etc must wear appropriate safety helmets.  Only authorised disabled competitors and officials may drive on the event course. (Disabled Drivers are only those in possession of a Local Authority (Blue Badge) for parking.)

49. In order to protect the good relationships of the GWHC with the landowners who  very kindly permit us to use their land and other facilities, the owners of dogs must keep them on a lead at all times when they are not confined within a secure  enclosure.  The owners of dogs found roaming at any event may be excluded from taking any further part in the event.  This rule applies to dogs brought to events by competitors, grooms, stewards, judges, helpers, spectators or anyone else who is present in connection with the event.

50. In the interests of fire safety, competitors are required to leave a space of at least twelve feet between their horsebox/encampment and those of other competitors.  All horseboxes, caravans and stabling must be equipped with approved 1Kg fire extinguishers.

SUMMARY OF DIFFERENCES BETWEEN GWHC AND NATIONAL RULES

GWHC
Rule 2.  At some events,  GWHC permits entries for individual Competitions.  At Nationals, you have to enter all three phases.

GWHC
Rule 3.  Competitors must be prepared to produce evidence that they are adequately covered by third party insurance.

GWHC 
Rule 9.  GWHC has fewer restrictions on the type of vehicle that may be used at Events. If a competitors vehicle is not National width, the GWHC will allow competitors to run out of class order wherever possible.
GWHC
Rules 10/11.  National rules (936.3.2) require lamps in Competition ‘A’.  GWHC rules do not.

GWHC
Rule 13.  Horses and ponies do not have to be registered with the BHDTA.

GWHC
Rule 15.  GWHC allows mixed horse/pony tandems, National rules do not.

GWHC 
Rule 16/17.  Protective headgear is mandatory in Competition ‘B’ and for all juniors in all Phases of the Competition at GWHC events.

GWHC
Rule 22. At GWHC events, the dressage arena is normally 80 m x 40 m for all classes. Differences will be notified in event schedules.

GWHC
Rule 30. This GWHC rule requires competitors to follow the course of any recognisable road or track described in the route instructions.  Under National rules, it is only necessary to respect compulsory turning flags.  Also, at the organisers’ discretion, elimination may be waived when a groom handles the reins to avert an accident in a genuine emergency. National rules (955.4.1.5) specify that a groom may handle the reins without penalty provided the vehicle remains stationary.  GWHC rules provide that a competitor may be eliminated for ignoring an instruction to stop given by an authorised official.

GWHC
Rule 31.  Under National rules (951.2.4) there is a minimum time on Section E – three minutes less than “time allowed”.  Competitors may not deviate from the track between the last obstacle and the finish of Section E (952.3).  10 penalties will be imposed for each occurrence.  


Under National Rules (952.4), competitors receive one penalty for any observed break of pace other than specified for Section D, but are no longer eliminated for deliberately breaking pace.  GWHC Rules allow for elimination for deliberate break of pace contrary to the spirit of the sport.

GWHC 
Rule 36.  Any claim for a time allowance due to being held up on the course by “force majeure” circumstances must be reported to the timekeeper at the end of the Section and noted on the score card.  (This does not apply to delays under the control of Obstacle Observers.)

GWHC           Rule 47. Owing to the limited time available after the end of GWHC events, the rule for lodging protests and queries is necessarily more restricted.

IMPORTANT NOTE This summary is for guidance only: if any statement conflicts with the GWHC Rules, the GWHC Rules take precedence.

MARATHON HEADGEAR

Rule 17 states that, in competition ‘B’ (the Marathon), all persons on board any competing turnout must wear properly secured hard hats.  Whilst the recommended headgear is a jockey crash skull to BS4472, worn with or without a silk or other cover according to personal taste, or a riding hat to BS6473, it has been decided that, as the BSI standards are very complex and subject to frequent amendment, and we do not want competitors to be forced into a situation of having to renew their hats frequently, any hard riding hated signed to provide adequate protection in a fall will be acceptable provided it is in good condition and properly secured with a chin harness.

WHIPS

To comply with Rule 42, a whip must have a thong of adequate length, when properly used, to reach the shoulder of the horse or, in the case of tandems or teams, the leader’s shoulder.  In all competitions, the whip must be carried at all times by the driver.  The whip must always be correctly used as an aid.  Competitors who persistently make excessive use of the whip, despite warnings, may be barred from competing.

SPARES

The following basic spares kit should be carried:-  Head collar and rope for each animal;  spare trace (which must be of a suitable length and capable of use with your harness), hoof pick, knife, hole punch, rein splice or spare rein.  Some baler twine, a screwdriver and spanners are recommended, and a first aid kit.

FITNESS OR HORSES AND PONIES

It is very important to appreciate that competing in driving trials is an extremely physically demanding activity for horses and ponies.  To expect an animal which is kept at grass and normally used only for a gentle trot of a few miles a day to take part in such an event is to subject it to unreasonable stress.  Although our marathons are not so long as those at National events, it must be remembered that a one day event is a very long, hard day for your horse or pony, often with a long journey at both ends.  Your horse or pony should be at least “hunting fit” and he should have been worked up, over a period of several weeks, to a regular daily training regime supported by a suitably balanced diet throughout the period when you are competing.

It is bad for the image of the sport to have competitors pushing an exhausted animal with excess of voice and whip so please, if you wish to enjoy this sport, do make sure you get your horse fit enough for the job and then he will enjoy it too.

DRESSAGE – WHAT THE JUDGES ARE LOOKING FOR

OBJECT - The object of the dressage test is to judge the freedom, regularity of paces, harmony, impulsion, suppleness, lightness, ease of movement and correct positioning of the horse(s) on the move.  The competitor will also be judged on his style, accuracy and general command of his turnout.

THE HALT - The horse must stand square and straight with the weight evenly distributed among all four legs. The horse must remain attentive and motionless, ready to move off at the slightest indication from the Competitor.

THE WALK - A regular unconstrained walk of moderate length.  The horse remaining in a light contact walks energetically but calmly with even and determined steps with the hind feet touching the ground in front of the foot prints of the fore feet.

THE WORKING TROT - A forward active trot, with the horse on the bit carrying himself in balance and rhythm with even, elastic steps and good hock action. The steps of the hind feet must at least be touching the ground in the footprints of the fore feet.

THE COLLECTED TROT - The horse remains on the bit and moves energetically forward with a greater degree of engagement, leading to an increased flexion of the hocks and fetlock joints and a lightening of the shoulders, thus allowing for more mobility and elevation of the steps. The neck will be raised and more arched with the poll the highest part, the nose should not be over bent or the neck restricted.

THE EXTENDED TROT - The horse lengthens his stride to cover as much ground as possible as a result of greater impulsion from the hindquarters. The driver allows the horse, remaining “on the bit” without leaning on it to lengthen its frame to gain ground, with the nose slightly  in front of the vertical.  The hind feet must clearly over track the prints made by the fore feet. The horse must remain in balance while maintaining the same rhythm with steps of equal size. Going faster is not asked for and is a severe fault.

THE REIN BACK - The horse must walk backwards in a straight line with the legs being lifted and set down in diagonal pairs. The horse must remain on the bit, straight and not evade or resist the contact.

TRANSITIONS - Changes of pace must always be made smoothly and promptly with the horse remaining in balance and on the bit. A transition must be completed as the nose of the horse arrives at the prescribed marker.

CHANGE OF PACE AND MOVEMENT - Changes of pace and movement are made when the heads of the leaders reach the point indicated in the test. 

NOTES FOR BEGINNERS

The club’s object is to encourage and promote Carriage Driving as a sport and recreation and improve it through education.  We are all beginners when we take up a new sport or activity and the club does not what you to be put off by the proceeding rules and regulations.  We are here to help you get started and help educate you so that you can participate in the sport safely and enjoyably.

Rules for competing must be abided by but rules in relation to vehicles as to vehicle widths, lamps etc are not rigid.  You will be obliged to undergo assessment of your driving before you take part in any competition.  This is to ensure that you are safe and as a consequence everyone around you is also safe. 

You should expect initially to simply be taking part in the competitions you enter and your aim should be to get around safely and enjoy yourself.  Competing to win will come when you have learnt more.  This is a sport in which you should take your time. 

Please contact the Organiser of any event you wish to enter and ask whether they are permitting non-standard vehicle widths and what other rules may be waived for your benefit. 

We have all been beginners without the most appropriate carriages so don’t feel that you cannot enter a competition if you do not have an up to date carriage or one without an extending axle.  

There is a wealth of experience amongst the membership, which is available to you.  We all enjoy taking about driving and we enjoy helping and advising.  Please ask.  This is potentially a dangerous and expensive sport and a little advice could save you damage to yourself and your pocket!

We want you to be safe and enjoy this sport as much as we do!

Mark Ingham – Chairman
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