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1.1 Background
This document has been written to broadly cover events that are run by the British
Horse Driving Trials Association (BHDTA) or by its affiliated Clubs, of which the
Great Western Harness Club (GWHC) is one. It aims to explain what types of events
there are and what some of the basic rules are.

The term ‘He’ has been used though out. It can be freely replaced with ‘She’ as
appropriate. Likewise the term ‘Horse’ could equally be replaced with ‘Pony’. As a
matter of interest, the BHDTA defines a Pony as:

“an animal not exceeding 148 cms (14.23h) without shoes or 149 cms (14.27h)
with shoes. The minimum height for a single pony is 11.3h without shoes.
[911.2]:

2 Types of event

2.1 From Club to National and beyond

2.1.1 Club Events
As with most activities, ‘we all have to start somewhere’ and if it’s competition carriage
driving, then most of us start at Club Events as a Club ‘Pre- Novice’ or ‘Novice’. The
difference between the two is that Pre-Novice classes offer the simplest dressage tests
and allow more time around the marathon and cones courses. The GWHC runs the
occasional ‘pre-novice’ class, but more normally it is just ‘novice’ and ‘open’ classes.
The term ‘novice’ can vary from Club to Club but at the GWHC, as with the vast
majority, a novice is defined in the Club rules as:

“Any Driver will be considered novice until they have competed in a National
Event and or National Novice qualifier or been placed first twice, in any GWHC
or other affiliated club one or two day, three phase event (not including a fun
day) Any driver having competed without retirement or elimination in three
affiliated club events may, if they wish upgrade to Open Classes”.

So, in common with almost all other Clubs, the GWHC defines a ‘Novice’ based on the
experience of the driver only, regardless of the experience of the horse

HINT: There is no such thing as a ‘Novice Multiple’ Even if you start out by driving a multiple you are deemed to be
experienced, on the basis that driving a multiple is more difficult than driving a single.

Some club events may also be a qualifier for the Inter Club Regional Championship and if you
do well enough in your class you will qualify for the Inter Club Regional Championships which
are organised between the Clubs in the South and South West of England. The Championships
are usually held at the end of August or in September










